Memorando
del Departamento de Idiomas Extranjeros 

de la Academia de Oxford del AUHSD

To:

The Parents of Students in Spanish III
Cc:

Mrs. Powell-Cordon (Dept. Chair), Mrs. Houston & Dr. Triplett (Administrators) 
From:

Tina Matić, Teacher of Spanish
Date:

18/X/2005
Re:

Spanish III and beyond, as well as Amigos por correspondencia (Pen Pals)
¡Hola!  Our Spanish III classes are off to a great start this year!  It was very nice to see many parents at Back to School Night and, to those who couldn’t be there, I invite you to contact me at tinamatic@hotmail.com as necessary.  Sorry you missed our parent-requested chachachá session, but we hope you’ll make it to Open House for part II of the Tropical Dance Class! (  This is your student’s last required year of foreign language study.  My hope and expectation is that he/she chooses to go on with Spanish next year to solidify the skills acquired thus far and reach fluency while obtaining college credit in Advanced Placement Spanish Language!  My students’ pass rate has always been above the national average, and in 2004 every student who took the AP test received a 4 or 5 (unprecedented results)!  If you’d like to know more about this class, please contact me for more details and information.
This memo is to inform you of a very unique experience being extended to Spanish III students, a cross-country project that will complement the Spanish III curriculum this year called “Amigos por correspondencia”.  Through an AP Spanish Language teacher listserv run by the College Board, we made contact last year with Mrs. Maureen Shiland, a teacher of advanced Spanish classes at Saratoga High School in New York (www.saratogaschools.org/hs).  Last year was our first year of collaboration and the Oxford Spanish IV/AP students participated in the project with Mrs. Shiland’s AP students.  This year, Mrs. Shiland and I will pair up our students in Spanish III to communicate via traditional letters and email.  They will write each other letters on specific topics in Spanish, so that they use the target language in a practical way to meet and get to know their peers in New York while improving their Spanish.  Topics align with the curriculum, and some of them are detailed below.  Every topic used will also eventually be listed on the class website in the “Extracurricular Activities” section.  

We are very excited about this project and anticipate a high interest level on the part of students, which will encourage strong development of comprehension of written Spanish.  Per the Administration’s request, all traditional letters will be screened for appropriateness and will receive credit for completion prior to being mailed all together in one large envelope to the partner school.  All emails will be sent from students’ class email accounts (with IDs using their Spanish names) and will receive credit for completion upon having been sent with electronic copies to both teachers, to maintain appropriate content.  Students will use their chosen Spanish first names and their last names in the correspondence, and will not share their home addresses or phone numbers with their pen pals.  Emails will be sent a few times a month (students are encouraged to check local library schedules for access to the Internet during this time of campus construction in which our own library’s resources are limited), and traditional letters will be written and sent approximately once a month.  

Parent permission is required for students to take part in this invaluable experience.  Students who choose to opt out will write letters on the same topics without mailing them or receiving responses from pen pals, and they will be graded in the same way – credit/no credit.
TEMAS DE LAS CARTAS (Letter Themes):

1.  Una carta de presentación - descripción de sus gustos, su horario escolar, etc. 

    (Introductory letter – description of likes & dislikes, school schedule, etc.)

2.  Algo interesante que hicieron este verano pasado

    (Something interesting they did this past summer)

3.  Una descripción de su pueblo

    (A description of their town/city)

4.  Sus planes después de graduarse o para el año que viene
    (Plans after graduation or for next year)

5.  Un tópico escogido por los estudiantes pero aprobado por las profesoras
    (Topic selected by students and approved by teachers)

Thank you for your time and for supporting foreign languages.  Please sign below and return with your student by Thursday/Friday, October 20/21, 2005.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
I give my student, _____________________________(print name), permission to participate in the Cross-Country Pen Pal Project during the 2005-2006 school year.

___________________________________

Parent Signature 
