English Translation of the Summary of the
AP Spanish Language Summer Homework, 2006
	AREA
	STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS
	DUE DATE
	POINTS
	PURPOSE / GOALS

	Establishing Contact 
(via the web)
	1)  Pick up Summer Homework packet from their current Spanish III Teacher
	6/5
	10
	Students are informed of class expectations prior to vacation, and are given Mrs. Matić’s summer contact information for use in case of questions. 

	
	2)  Open a new e-mail account dedicated only to AP Spanish Language (for use in the summer and throughout the school year, directions on-line)
	6/9
	10
	Students use a Spanish-language-based website to obtain a free e-mail account with all functions in the target language; this encourages continued development of technical vocabulary via the use of a popular, universal and convenient communication tool.

	
	3)  Subscribe to Studyspanish.com (free on-line language tutoring service), following directions on-line so as to enroll in specific class code
	6/16
	10
	Students obtain free access to electronic language learning resources, including interactive on-line exercises, immediately corrected quizzes & tests, clear grammar explanations with examples presented both in English and Spanish, a virtual gradebook, word-of-the-day vocabulary builder, target culture information, and numerous links for further exploration.  

	
	4)  Subscribe to the AP Spanish Language List-serv (free on-line discussion forum for topics studied in class, summer, and throughout the school year, directions on-line)
	6/16
	20
	Students build a community in this public discussion forum where they can all play an active role and express their opinions on various topics presented in class, while enjoying a low affective filter because of the flexibility of at-home preparation for target language communication.

	“E-Homework” 

(Electronic, or on-line)
	Studyspanish.com
	
	
	

	
	5)  Take and submit results of 104 grammar tests, ranging from beginning to intermediate/advanced levels of language study; support these with short anecdotal compositions on guided topics to practice contextual use of all verb tenses
	8/18
	150
	Students review various levels of grammar by reading clear and concise explanations, practicing skills through on-line exercises, and getting immediate feedback through the Virtual Gradebook.  (Recording of the grades earned is important for verification of completion.)

	
	6)  Take and submit results of 55 vocabulary tests, on a wide variety of contexts
	8/18
	100
	Students learn/review vocabulary by grouping terms into thematic lists and using on-line drills and exercises to aid in memorization.  This increases reading and listening comprehension.

	
	7)  Take and submit results of 8 “Spanish Traveler” vocabulary tests
	8/18
	100
	Similar to #6 (above), but geared specifically for terms used in “travel” Spanish.

	
	8)  Read and answer questions (written by hand) about 31 “Cultural Notes” (short readings with comprehension questions)
	1st day of school
	50
	Students learn/review cultural information about writers, artists, rulers, places, customs and historical events from Spain and Latin America, which aids in reading comprehension and familiarity with cultures of Latin America & Spain. 

	
	AP Spanish List-serv
	
	
	

	
	9)  Compose 4 Opinion Messages and responses to classmates
	various
	200
	Similar to #4 (above).  Students will have specific topics and questions to respond to on-line, each with its own due date (2 in July, 2 in August), and each accompanied by a written reaction to 2 responses published by classmates.  

	TV
	10)  Watch and answer questions about/summarize a total of 10 hours of television programming in Spanish (on 3 major, public and easily accessible networks:  Telemundo, Univisión & Telefutura) 
	1st day of school
	200
	Students improve listening comprehension, vocabulary and cultural awareness by watching and hearing native speakers of Spanish in a variety of contexts on television (programs based on Student interest and summer schedule as it coincides with network programming).

	Literary Analysis
	Reading Comprehension
	
	
	

	
	11)  Acquire and read two novels written entirely in Spanish and answer comprehension questions throughout the reading process
· Aura - Carlos Fuentes
· El principito - Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
	1st day of school
	150
	Students are introduced to modern Latin American fiction and universally themed children’s literature, during which time they will practice the art of consulting a dictionary and explore issues related to family, friends, life and love.  Improves comprehension of authentic foreign texts and overall fluidity in written and oral expression, and broadens vocabulary recognition significantly.  Also stimulates critical thinking and analysis of literary works.

	
	
	Total:
	1000
	


